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JENNIE FRANCESCHI 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [2.20 pm]: 
Today I give a very big shout-out to Manjimup avocado pioneer Jennie Franceschi, whose work was recently 
honoured when she won the 2017 Australian corporate and private category of the Telstra National Business 
Women’s Awards. This comes after she was named WA Telstra Business Woman of the Year last month. 
Jennie and her husband, Wayne, third-generation market gardeners from Wanneroo, moved to Manjimup 35 years 
ago to establish the avocado industry in that region. We are particularly proud of this award as earlier this year, 
Jennie agreed to come on board as deputy chair of the South West Development Commission. Jennie is the 
managing director of Fresh Produce Alliance, a Western Australian processing facility that launched in 2016 and 
champions a sustainable agriculture ecosystem. Fresh Produce Alliance brands include Avovita and Born Pure. 
Jennie is also managing director of Advance Packing and Marketing Services, which is home to the West N Fresh, 
Gotta Luv Em and Avolicious brands. 
Jennie is an innovator. In the Manjimup packing facility, the avocados are sorted by artificial intelligence–enabled 
machines. Jennie and husband, through their company, have had the foresight to invest in bringing new 
high-pressure packaging and instant quick freeze technologies to Western Australia. This allows what would 
otherwise be waste fruit and vegetables to become premium, preservative-free products marketed to high-end 
markets in Asia. 
State government funding has helped support Jennie in her endeavour to use innovative technology to maximise 
the use of the harvest and create export opportunities. We are very fortunate to have her as an entrepreneur and 
agricultural ambassador for Western Australia. 
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